Care during pregnancy is a major issue of women's health. The objective of such care is the birth of a healthy baby without any complications to mothers. However, adequate antenatal care can have serious impact on the current and future health of the mother and her off springs. This study aimed at assessing pregnant women utilization of antenatal care facility in maternity hospitals in Alexandria. This study was carried out in four maternity hospitals in Alexandria. The hospitals represent the different agencies involved in the provision of antenatal care. Ministry of health (Alexandria Governorate Hospital), University (El-Shateby Maternity Hospital), Medial Care Organization (Dar Elwelada Hospital), Health Insurance Organization (Gamal Abd El-Naser Hospital). A simple random sample consisting of 200 women were selected, 50 pregnant women from each hospital. The result of the present study revealed that in spite of improvement in antenatal care services, pregnant women utilization of antenatal care facility was still low. Poor quality of care was the most commonly reported reason (49%), followed by the cost of service (39.5%) and long waiting time (11.5%).
INTRODUCTION
Every year more than 200 million women become pregnant. Most of these pregnancies end with the birth of a live baby to a healthy mother, while for others, childbirth is not the joyous event it should be, but it is a time of pain, fear, suffering, and even death. (1) 
Aim of the study
The aims of this study was to:-
• Assess pregnant women utilization of antenatal care services in maternity hospitals in Alexandria.
• Find out factors affecting pregnant women's utilization of antennal care services in the selected settings.
MATERIAL AND METHODS

Study design: cross sectional
Setting:
The study was carried out in four maternity hospitals in Alexandria. The Scoring system :
A scoring system for knowledge of women regarding antenatal care was used. The possible range of scores was from 0 to 2, a score of two was given to correct and complete answer, a score of one was given to correct and incomplete answer. and a score of 0 was given to the wrong answer
Methods
The steps to be followed in this study were:
Permission to carry out this study was started it from 4 to 6 months and only more than one-tenth (13%) started it from 7 to 9 months. As regards the total number of visits, it shows that more than half of the sample (56%) had less than 3 visits, one third (33%) had 3-4 visits, less than one-tenth (7%) had 5-8 visits, and only 4% of the study sample had 9 visits. Poor quality of care was the most commonly reported reason (49%),
followed by the cost of service (39.5%), and long waiting time (11.5%). Zagazig. (25, 26) The main source of knowledge about antenatal care in this study was mass media followed by relative then by doctor and nurse. The literatures suggested that information or knowledge which is drawn from non-professionals may be poor or erroneous, so it can hamper useful attitudes, in this case discourage antenatal visits. (27, 28) Regarding the adequacy of antenatal care more than half of the study subjects findings. (26, 29) This may be attributed to low perceived value of antenatal care or lack of knowledge about it (table 7) .
CONCLUSION
It can be concluded from the present study that the utilization of antenatal care was generally inadequate. The reasons for attendance were for antenatal care, for medical reasons, for confirming pregnancy, for vaccination, and for booking of delivery. On the other hand, barriers for utilization were poor quality of care, cost of the service, and long waiting time.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the results of the current research, the following recommendations are suggested:
1. There is a need for improving community awareness on maternal health and for motivating women to utilize maternal care services. 
